Passive immunization for the treatment and prevention of HIV infection.
Passive immunization using serum or immunoglobulin preparations has been used in the prophylaxis and treatment of many bacterial and viral diseases. Preliminary attempts to use these methods to prevent HIV infection in chimpanzees have been promising. With the identification of polyclonal and monoclonal antibodies with protective activity against HIV in in vitro systems, the possibility of using these reagents in vivo takes on new relevance. The potential and problems of using passively administered anti-HIV antibodies for HIV prophylaxis and treatment are discussed, as well as the relative merits of polyclonal versus monoclonal reagents.